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WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS 
Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [2.07 pm]: On Sunday, 17 November, it was 
my privilege to attend a ceremony to mark the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims. On this day, 
there are gatherings of this kind all around the globe to remember, celebrate and mourn those killed and injured 
on the world’s roads. 
Last year, 159 people were killed and a further 2 000 were seriously injured in road crashes in Western Australia—
that is 159 people whose lives were tragically cut short and 2 000 people whose lives have been changed forever. 
Nor does it stop there. The tragic deaths or injuries of those people also set in train a series of emotional, financial 
and life-altering changes that impact on family and friends without warning or preparation. 
In his address, Dr Sudhakar Rao, who confronts the physical consequences of road trauma on a daily basis, 
reminded us that road safety is not about statistics—how many this or how many that—but about real people 
undergoing suffering and loss, which was made especially clear to us by presentations given by Mark Daniels and 
Louise Clarke. Able Seaman Mark Daniels was riding his motorbike after returning home from deployment. 
One night, on his way home from a night out with friends, he was struck by a distracted driver at 70 kilometres 
per hour. He suffered a broken neck, 11 broken ribs, a broken hand, a punctured lung, a ruptured kidney and a severed 
femoral artery. He medically died three times. His recovery was long, punctuated by many surgeries and his own 
battle with despair and depression. Out of that, he has emerged triumphant and has developed as an athlete, competing 
in the Invictus Games and Australian Ninja Warrior. His determination and resilience have led him to become an 
ambassador for Road Trauma Support WA. 
Mark’s story is an inspiration, but, as he told it, he made it clear that what made his survival possible was the love 
and support of his family. Family was the theme of the presentation by Louise Clarke. Her daughter, Bronwyn, 
was killed in a motorbike crash when riding pillion. Louise reminded us all that the families of those who have 
died and those who are injured bear the weight of that loss and injury, referring to what she called the “ripple effect” 
of road trauma. These stories illustrated the theme of this year’s World Remembrance Day for Road Traffic 
Victims, which is “Life Is Not a Car Part”. The stories reminded us that people are not interchangeable and 
replaceable, as are car parts, and that people are at the centre of a network of relationships that are shattered by road 
trauma. Occasions like this remind us that the work of the government is about making people’s lives not only better 
but also safer, so that fewer young people have to suffer catastrophic injury and fewer parents lose their children. 
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